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Foreword

Derek Prince taught people how to live 
triumphantly and effectively through the practical 
application of the Word of God. But Derek also 
taught people how to face the “last enemy”—
death—in a hopeful way, always keeping a firm 
focus on the promise in Scripture of the ultimate 
victory of Jesus Christ. 

Along with his extensive biblical understanding 
of how to face death victoriously, Derek had 
a wealth of experience from which he drew 
valuable insights. As a British soldier and hospital 
attendant, serving in northern Africa during  
World War II, he saw more than his share of the 
reality of death. Many years later, Derek went 
through the pain of losing his first wife, Lydia, in 
1975, and then his second wife, Ruth, in 1998. 
In addition, Derek had his own encounters with 
life-threatening illnesses during his lifetime.

As Derek has pointed out in this teaching, 
death is one of the toughest challenges we all must 
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face at some point—one last foe, and an inevitable 
appointment none of us can avoid. However, he 
makes it clear that there can be great victory as 
we confront this ultimate enemy. The purpose of 
this message is to instill courage and inspiration 
in us, as we face the reality of death in our own 
experience. Our goal in providing this material 
is to bring you substantive comfort and hope—
especially if you have just recently faced, or may 
now be facing, the loss of a loved one.

Derek Prince addresses a challenging but 
necessary topic for each of us. We trust that his 
clear teaching will give you a solid foundation on 
which to stand firmly and victoriously at the time 
when you need it most.

The International Publishing Team

of Derek Prince Ministries
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Chapter 1

The Universal Appointment

In this booklet, we will be dealing with a 
theme that is of vital importance for every one 
of us—without a single exception. Our theme is 
hope beyond grief. 

Let me ask you a question before we even 
begin our discussion. Is there something in you 
that flinches just for a moment at the mention of 
the word “death?” Is your first reaction a strong 
desire to lay this book aside? If so, that reaction 
is a sure indication that what is written here is 

for you. We trust you will benefit greatly from 
this message. 

Present-Day Attitudes

In our contemporary culture, there has been 
a concerted effort to remove anything unpleasant 
or painful from the concept of death. For instance, 
there have been subtle changes in terminology. 
We no longer speak about a funeral home. Instead 
we use phrases like “a chapel of rest” or a funeral 
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parlor. We no longer speak about a cemetery. 
Instead we call it “a memorial park.” Then, when 
the body of a dead person is displayed for viewing 
before burial, cosmetic changes are made to 
minimize any physical effects caused by death.

I have heard psychological arguments offered 
in support of these efforts to soften the effects of 
death. Although I am not interested in contesting 
these arguments, I am concerned that we not forget 
one simple, unchanging fact: death is real. It is 
our final foe—and our toughest challenge of all.  

Nothing can change the fact that death is 
unpleasant, painful, and cruel. Any view of life that 
cannot accept this fact is deceptive and unrealistic. 
In addition, any philosophy or religion that does 
not have a positive answer to the reality of death 
is inadequate to meet the needs of humanity. 
One of the great distinguishing marks of the 
Christian faith, in contrast to other religions 
and philosophies, is that it has a positive, proven 
answer to death.

A Defeated Enemy

To approach this challenging subject of death, 
we will build our foundation upon Scriptural 
teaching and personal observation. The majority 
of what we present will be an examination of 
Scriptures dealing with death. The overall theme 
will be based upon what is found in 1 Corinthians 
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15:26, where Paul says, “The last enemy . . . is 
death.” Death is an enemy—the universal enemy 
of the whole human race. However, through our 
examination of the Word of God, we will see that 
this adversary has been thoroughly defeated. 

Another perspective by which I will address the 
subject of death is my own personal experience. 
Having lived a long time, I have, of course, 
experienced the loss of close relatives and loved 
ones: father, mother, and grandparents, to name 
a few. Most painful of all, I lost my two beloved 
wives—first Lydia, and then Ruth. With Lydia, I 
had shared many years of happy marriage. Equally 
happy and productive was my marriage to Ruth; 
so her passing was also a very hard experience for 
me. But God brought me through those times in 
victory by His grace. One of my hopes in presenting 
these truths and experiences is to help you face 
this reality in victory as well. 

We can all rejoice in the fact that there 
is a resurrection to come. I believe in this 
resurrection! You see, I have two wives waiting for 
me on the other side! (I did not marry them both 
at the same time, but one after the other.) I was 
married to Lydia for thirty years and then Ruth 
for twenty years—so altogether, I was married 
for fifty years. The wonderful truth is that I am 
going to see them both again!
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I will also be sharing from personal observation. 

During World War II, I served as a medical 

attendant on the battlefields and in the hospitals 

of North Africa. As you can imagine, I witnessed 

the death of many combatants during that service. 

Then later, as a minister, it was my frequent duty 

to counsel and help bereaved parishioners. So, in 

addressing this topic, I am not speaking merely 

from theory or from ministerial training, but from 

the realities of my life. 

Returning to the faithful record of Scripture, 

we will explore what the Bible has to say about 

this theme. Hebrews 9:27 tells it like it is: 

“And as it is appointed for men to die 
once, but after this the judgment.” 

I have heard it said, You may miss every 

appointment you ever made while you live, but 

there are two appointments you’re going to keep: 

the first is death; the second is judgment. 

Someone once made this comment regarding 

the resurrection of Jesus:  Jesus is the only Person 

who made an appointment beyond the grave and 

kept it. He is unique in that way (and many other 

ways too) because He was resurrected. All those 

who believe in Him will also be resurrected. We 

will be called forth from the grave.



11

We can thank God for Jesus, who is so faithful 

to tell us the truth! We can also thank God that 

Jesus is the remedy, as we will see in the next 

chapter.
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Chapter 2

Our Redeemer

We cannot talk about the remedy for death 
without looking at the Bible’s portrayal of Jesus. 
We will begin by looking at the purpose for which 
Jesus came: 

For this purpose the Son of God was mani-
fested, that He might destroy the works of 
the devil (1 John 3:8).

What were the works of the devil? Scripture 
is clear in John 10:10 that the devil comes to 
steal, to kill, and to destroy. The Son of God, on 
the other hand, came to undo everything the 
devil has done against us. We need a clear vision 
of this truth: Jesus is the life-giver; and Satan is 
the life-taker.

Son of Man

In order to fulfill the purpose for which He 
came, Jesus had to identify Himself with us as a 
member of the human race. One of the favorite 
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titles He used more than away other in reference 
to Himself in the gospels is “Son of Man,” or “Son 
of Adam.” Jesus was making a clear identification 
of Himself as a descendant of Adam—part of the 
human race. This is plainly stated in Hebrews 
2:14, niv: 

“Since the children have flesh and blood, 
He too [Jesus] shared in their humanity 
so that by His death He might break the 
power of him who holds the power of 
death—that is, the devil—.”

Please notice the clear delineation of the two 
persons and responsibilities cited earlier. Satan 
is the one who wields the power of death. Jesus 
came to defeat him, to destroy him, and to break 
his power: “and free those who all their lives were 
held in slavery by their fear of death” (Hebrews 
2:15, niv).

As long as people are afraid of dying, they 
are in slavery. Why? Because the threat of death 
can compel them to do things they would never 
otherwise do. The fear of death is the ultimate 
form of slavery. Jesus came to set us free from that 
slavery, which is the fear of death. Since we, in 
our human nature, are made of flesh and blood, 
He shared our humanity: 
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“For this reason he had to be made 
like them, fully human in every way” 
(Hebrews 2:17a, niv).

It is clear that Jesus became like us in every 
way, without ceasing to be divine.  He became a 
member of the human race, the Son of Man. In this 
way, He was qualified to be what the Bible calls 
our “kinsman-redeemer.” This is a very important 
concept introduced in the Old Testament, which 
is carried forward in the New Testament. It is one 
of the most vivid and beautiful prophetic pictures 
of Jesus found in the Old Testament.

The Kinsman-Redeemer

Let me give you a brief explanation of the 
“kinsman-redeemer.” The Hebrew word for this 
role is ga’al, which is translated in a variety 
of ways depending on its context. Various 
translations are: avenger or revenger of blood, 
redeemer, next kinsman or near kinsman. As 
“redeemer,” the Hebrew word ga’al is applied to 
God almost twenty times in the Old Testament. 

Under the Law of Moses and the culture of 
Israel during Old Testament times, the kinsman-
redeemer had two main responsibilities. If a man 
had been murdered, the first responsibility of the 
kinsman-redeemer was to see that the murderer 
was put to death. This obligation is stated in 
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Numbers 35:19: “The avenger of blood [the ga’al] 
himself shall put the murderer to death.” Second, if 
the man who had been murdered was married, and 
had died without offspring, the kinsman-redeemer 
was expected to take his widow as his own wife 
and raise up descendants for the dead man. 

This second responsibility of the ga’al or the 
kinsman-redeemer is beautifully illustrated in 
the story of Ruth. Ruth the Moabitess, followed 
her mother-in-law, Naomi, when she went back 
to Bethlehem. Naomi told Ruth that she had a 
near kinsman in that region whose name was 
Boaz, a wealthy and influential man. Ruth went to 
glean in the fields of Boaz, and a relationship was 
established between them which led to marriage. 

But before Boaz could marry Ruth, it was 
required that the property of the dead man be 
bought back for future descendants. Then he 
could marry the widow and raise up descendants 
on behalf of the victim—all of this was to ensure 
that the dead man’s name would not be blotted 
out in Israel.

So, those are the two responsibilities of the 
ga’al, the kinsman-redeemer. First, to avenge the 
murder of his kinsman and second, to buy back 
his kinsman’s inheritance, marry his kinsman’s 
widow, and raise up descendants to carry on the 
family name.
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Jesus: Our Redeemer

Earlier we stated that Jesus came as our ga’al, 
or our kinsman-redeemer. How did He fulfill His 
responsibilities in that capacity? First of all, He 
went against the murderer, Satan, and put an end 
to his power over us. He was the avenger against 
the one who was responsible for our death. Second, 
He took the Church to Himself as His bride, just 
as Boaz married Ruth, and thus restored to us 
our lost inheritance. 

In John 10:10, we saw that Satan was the thief 
who came to steal. But Jesus said, “I have come 
that they may have life, and that they may have 
it more abundantly.” In this way, Jesus overcame 
death and gave us back our inheritance. Now we 
have a new inheritance, an eternal inheritance 
in Jesus Christ.

Condemnation is gone. Fear of death is gone. 
We can say with the apostle John, 

The darkness is passing away, and the 
true light is already shining (1 John 2:8). 

Our kinsman-redeemer has come and taken us to 
Himself. Jesus has avenged our “death” at Satan’s 
hands, and restored to us our rightful inheritance 
in God’s family. 

Please take a few moments to meditate upon 
this statement, proclaiming it aloud until it 
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becomes real to you: “Jesus has freed me from 
the fear of death and restored me to my eternal 
inheritance.” 
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Chapter 3

The Resurrection

The greatest testimony to the power of Jesus 
Christ over death is His resurrection. It is the 
greatest event of all history up to this time—it is 
the very heart of Christianity. In truth, without 
the resurrection there is no Christian message. 
Everything revolves around the death, and the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

What Jesus accomplished is not a philosophy 
or a theory, but a fact of history. Theories and 
philosophies have little power to help humanity. 
But thank God, the resurrection is an eternal, 
historical truth.

“Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the 
gospel which I preached to you, which 
also you received and in which you 
stand, by which also you are saved, if 
you hold fast that word which I preached 
to you—unless you believed in vain. For 
I delivered to you first of all that which I 
also received: that Christ died for our sins 
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according to the Scriptures, and that He 
was buried, and that He rose again the 
third day according to the Scriptures”   
(1 Corinthians 15:1–4).

Three Central Facts
What are the three central facts concerning 

Jesus Christ which make up the Gospel? First, 
He died. Second, He was buried. And third, He 
rose again on the third day. These truths need to 
be imprinted upon your mind and heart in such 
a way that you will never forget them. 

Paul said, in writing to the Corinthian 
Christians: These are the facts by which you are 
saved—unless you believed in vain. The warning 
he was conveying to them was that if they should 
depart from these basic facts in favor of religious 
theories, fantasies, or subjective experiences, then 
they would have believed in vain. I encourage you 
to take this opportunity, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, to indelibly imprint on your heart and mind 
these three key central statements that make up 
the Gospel: Christ died, He was buried, and He 
rose again on the third day.

These truths became reality to me in 1941 
while I was serving as a soldier in the British 
army. I had a direct, personal revelation of Jesus 
one night in my barrack room. At that time, I was 
not unduly religious. Nor was I seeking something 
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special, fanciful, or out of order. There was nothing 
unusual in my psychology at that moment. But 
Jesus revealed Himself to me so genuinely and 
so personally that, from that day to this, I have 
never doubted that He is alive. For me, knowing 
that He is alive is the most important fact of all.

How Christianity is Different

In connection with what Paul says about the 
three facts of the Gospel, let me point out three 
ways Christianity differs from almost every other 
major religion. The first is that Christianity is 
totally focused on a person: Jesus of Nazareth. 
The entire Gospel is centered on His life, death, 
and resurrection.  

A second distinctive fact about Christianity is 
that it is rooted in history. As already emphasized, 
it is not floating in some misty realm of subjective 
truth, theory, or theology. It is grounded directly 
in human history. 

The third fact of Christianity is that it is 
verified in the personal experience of those who 
believe—those who base their lives around these 
three vital truths: Christ’s death, His burial, and 
His resurrection. Believing in these facts about 
Jesus produces a tremendous, supernatural 
transformation in the lives of anyone who takes 
this step of faith. 
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What should our response be? For the answer 
to that question, let’s look at a beautiful passage 
describing the response of the women who were 
the first witnesses of the resurrection:

So they went out quickly from the tomb 
with fear and great joy, and ran to bring 
His disciples word. And as they went to 
tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, 
saying, “Rejoice!” So they came and 
held Him by the feet and worshiped Him 
(Matthew 28:8–9).

What else can we do when we realize who Jesus 
is, and what He did? There is no other reasonable 
response but to do as those women did—fall at 
His feet and worship Him. We take this attitude 
of worship with us into our next chapter as we 
discover what the Lord’s resurrection means for 
each of us. 
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Chapter 4

Three Vital Truths

In Chapter 2, I explained how Jesus, as 
our kinsman-redeemer, took upon Himself the 
sentence of death that was due to us. He yielded 
up His soul as the sin offering on our behalf, 
thereby atoning for our guilt. Then on the third 
day, God the Father set aside the unjust decisions 
of the two human courts (Jewish and Roman) that 
had condemned Jesus to death. God vindicated 
the righteousness of his Son by raising Him from 
the dead.  

In this chapter, we want to explore three 
vital truths from Jesus’ resurrection—and their 
significance to all believers. 

What the Resurrection Means

The first truth we need to see is that the 
resurrection of Jesus, who was our representative, 
is the sure seal upon God’s offer of forgiveness 
and salvation. 

The second truth is that Christ’s resurrection 
is the guarantee of our resurrection: 
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And He [Jesus] is the head of the body, the 
church, who is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, that in all things He may 
have the preeminence (Colossians 1:18).

The resurrection of Jesus is our guarantee that 
we who are united with Him by faith will also 
be resurrected as He was. We will share in His 
resurrection. 

The third truth about the resurrection is that it 
is the goal of our Christian living. The resurrection 
is a goal that we have to aim at continually. Paul 
is our example for pursuing that goal:

Not that I have already attained, or 
am already perfected; but I press on, 
that I may lay hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me                                                 
(Philippians 3:12).

Our Attitude

What was Paul’s attitude toward the 
resurrection of the dead? He was a mature apostle 
with a record of tremendous successes. Even so, 
he did not assume he had already attained that 
resurrection. Instead, he made it his purpose in 
life. 

In effect, Paul is saying, nothing is going to 
stand between me and the fulfillment of Christ’s 
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purpose for me. I am going to press toward that 
mark. I am going to press onward and upward, 
and nothing is going to hold me back or deflect 
me from my supreme ambition, which is to attain 
to the resurrection from the dead.

How can our attitude be any different? 
How can we assume something Paul would not 
assume? We should each cultivate this same 
attitude as Paul—to press toward the goal, make 
it our purpose to attain it, and let nothing stand 
between us and the fulfillment of our purpose. I 
believe this is the challenge of the resurrection 
for each of us.

In our next chapter, we will look at the victory 
every believer receives from the resurrection of 
Jesus.
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Chapter 5

Victory Over All Enemies

Christ’s resurrection assures us of our victory 
over all our enemies—particularly over death. Any 
religion that does not have a satisfactory answer 
to death cannot meet humanity’s deepest needs. 
Personally, I believe Christianity is the only religion 
which has this answer. And it comes by way of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The Resurrected Victor

A glorious picture of Christ as the resurrected 
victor is found in the book of Revelation. This is 
how Jesus appeared to the apostle John on the Isle 
of Patmos: 

I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and 
I heard behind me a loud voice as of a 
trumpet, saying, “I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the First and the Last.”. . . 
Then I turned to see the voice that spoke 
with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands, and in the midst of 
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the seven lampstands One like the Son of 
Man. His countenance was like the sun 
shining in its strength. And when I saw 
Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid 
His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do 
not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 
I am He who lives, and was dead, and be-
hold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And 
I have the keys of Hades and of Death”                                                                                             
(Revelation 1:10–11a, 12-13a, 16b-18).

This passage is a description of the resurrected 
Christ: “His feet were like fine brass. . . His voice as 
the sound of many waters . . . His head and His hair 
were white like wool . . . His eyes like a flame of fire . 
. . out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword.”

It is significant for us to remember that before 
the resurrection of Jesus, John the Apostle actually 
rested his head on Jesus’ chest. He had been 
that close and relaxed with Him. But when John 
encountered the resurrected, glorified Christ, he was 
totally overcome. John himself says, “I became like 
one dead.” That reveals the measure of the power 
and the glory displayed in the resurrected Christ.

Death Defeated

We know from our study that through the 
resurrection of Jesus, death has been defeated. 
Jesus has taken the sting from death.
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For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on immortality. So when this corruptible 
has put on incorruption, and this mortal 
has put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written: 
“Death is swallowed up in victory” 
[Christ’s victory has swallowed up death.]. 
“O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, 
where is your victory?” The sting of 
death is sin, and the strength of sin is the 
law. But thanks be to God, who gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ 
(1 Corinthians 15:53-57).

Jesus has taken away the sting from death. Death 
is now a servant of God’s purposes—a defeated 
enemy waiting to be destroyed. 

From Death to Life

In light of Christ’s victory over death, I want to 
point out some promises Jesus gave in anticipation 
of His victory. When He uses the phrase “most 
assuredly,” it introduces a statement that is 
absolutely authoritative.

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears 
My word and believes in Him who sent Me 
has everlasting life, and shall not come 
into judgment, but has passed from death 
into life (John 5:24).
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Please notice that this truth is stated as 
something which has already taken place.  It is not 
something that is going to happen in the future. By 
our belief and faith in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, we have already passed from death 
into life. Death has no more dominion over us, and 
no more claims against us. Death is merely the 
gateway into a new life. In John 8:51–52, we have 
this promise from Jesus Himself: “Most assuredly, I 
say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never 
see death. . . . If anyone keeps My word he shall 
never taste death.”

Can you believe this truth for yourself and your 
loved ones? It is a promise from the lips of Jesus. He 
does not say that we will never experience physical 
death. But He says that those two evil angels, Death 
and Hades, have no more claim upon us. Their 
former dominion over us is excluded by the name 
and the blood of Jesus. When we face death, we are 
not going down into a kingdom of darkness. Rather, 
we are going up into the very presence of God. This 
is guaranteed for us by our belief in Jesus Christ. 
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Chapter 6

The Resurrection of Believers

The second coming of Jesus Christ is another 

New Testament topic that affirms the resurrection 

of righteous believers. 

There are as many different prophecies in 

the Bible relating to the return of Christ as there 

are interpretations of what is going to take place. 

Rather than go into the controversial aspects of 

this subject, I would like to list five main purposes 

that the coming (or the return) of Jesus will 

fulfill. I am not suggesting that they are the only 

purposes, nor that they will necessarily take place 

in this order:

1. Jesus will receive the Church as His bride.

2. Israel as a nation will be saved.

3. Satan and the Antichrist will be overthrown.

4. The gentile nations will be judged.

5. Christ’s millennial kingdom on earth will 
be established.
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Resurrection of the Righteous Dead

As an integral part of the return of Jesus, 
the resurrection of righteous believers will take 
place. Speaking by revelation, this is how Paul 
describes it: 

But I do not want you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning those who have 
fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others 
who have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so God 
will bring with Him those who sleep in 
Jesus [that is, those who have died in 
the faith]. For this we say to you by the 
word of the Lord, that we who are alive 
and remain until the coming of the Lord 
will by no means precede those who are 
asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
Therefore comfort one another with these 
words (1 Thessalonians 4:13–18).

We need to bear in mind that these are words 
of comfort for us, and we can receive them as such. 
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We Shall Be Changed

This same event is described again by Paul 

in 1 Corinthians:

Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not 
all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised in-
corruptible, and we [who are still alive 
on earth at the time] shall be changed                                                 
(1 Corinthians 15:51–52).

The word sleep is only used in these Scriptures 

of those who die in the faith, because it speaks of 

an awakening. What a dramatic event that will be! 

I love that phrase, “in the twinkling of an 

eye.” It means that at one moment you and I, as 

believers, will be looking at one another—then 

there will be a flash of brilliant light that will cause 

us to blink for just a moment. When we open our 

eyes again, we will see one another as completely 

different. In that split second, our physical 

bodies will have been totally transformed by the 

supernatural power of God. That is the glorious 

hope that lies ahead for every true believer.
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We Shall Be Like Him

Beloved, now we are children of God; and 
it has not yet been revealed what we shall 
be, but we know that when He is revealed, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is (1 John 3:2).

Already we are the children of God by the 

inward life we have: 

Christ in you, the hope of glory (Colossians 
1:27). 

But the full manifestation of that life in our external 

person will only happen when Jesus comes in His 

glory. Then we will be like Him. We will receive a 

body like His, because we shall see Him as He is. 

There will be a revelation of the resurrected, 

glorified Christ to the believers who are waiting 

for Him that will be transforming in its power. That 

revelation will transform our mortal bodies into 

immortal bodies, our weak bodies into strong bodies, 

our bodies of humiliation into bodies of glory, our 

corruptible bodies into incorruptible bodies.

Paul says it like this in Philippians 3:21: “. . . 

according to the working by which He 
[Jesus] is able even to subdue all things 
to Himself.” 
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Do you believe that? Do you believe Jesus can 
subdue all things to Himself—even these weak, 
corruptible, frail bodies of ours? The Lord says we 
will be like Him—that our bodies will be brought 
into the likeness of His glorious body. 

If we take these wonderful words to heart, 
they will continually encourage us and inspire us 

in this matter of facing death victoriously. 
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Chapter 7

How to Face Death

We have seen from previous chapters that 
our destiny will depend on one factor: our 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Jesus 
is the watershed and determining factor for all 
human existence. Faith in Jesus assures us of 
pardon, peace, and eternal life. On the other hand, 
rejection of Jesus in unbelief will ensure eternal 
judgment and condemnation by God.

In this chapter, we will make a very personal 
and practical application of these truths. Before 
we start, let me remind you once more that one 
of the appointments you are not going to miss is 
the one I am addressing now. I make the assertion 
in this chapter that if you are to face death with 
peace, confidence, and calm assurance, there are 
four main steps you must take.

Face It!

First, you have to face it. Face the fact that you 
are going to die, I am going to die, each one of us 
is going to die. As a minister, I am often amazed at 
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how few people are prepared for death. People go 
through life knowing full well that they are going to 
die, yet never make adequate preparation for that 
inevitable event. It is not morbid to face the fact 
that you and I are going to die. It is simply being 
realistic. On the other hand, it is very unrealistic 
to live out your life without making preparation 
for what will unavoidably come at the end.

Consider what Paul says about himself in 
Philippians 1:21: “For to me, to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain.”

Paul was not afraid of dying. He had faced 
the realities of sin, of judgment, and of God’s 
requirements for his life. Because he had been 
willing to face them, he had passed into a 
relationship with God where there was no more 
fear. There was only a keen desire to be released 
from the bondage of this fleshly life and to enter 
into the fullness of God’s presence. 

Every one of us can have this same calm 
assurance that Paul carried. We can say as Paul 
said, “To live is Christ, but to die is gain.” 

Accept God’s Offer

Facing death leads to the second step: accept 
God’s offer of pardon, peace, and eternal life. Then 
you can say with Paul: 
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Therefore, having been justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1).

For us to be justified, we must put our 

faith in the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ, 

acknowledging that He bore the guilt of our sin. 

What is it to be justified? Justified is “just-as-if-I’d 

never sinned.” I have a righteousness imputed to 

me that has never known sin—the righteousness 

of Jesus Christ. In that righteousness I can face 

God, death, and eternity without a tremor or a fear.

Please notice what is said in 1 John 5:13: 

These things I have written to you who 
believe in the name of the Son of God, that 
you may know that you have eternal life.

It is not merely that we believe, but that through 

believing we can come to know. 

You may think, “I believe in Jesus.” But I want 

to ask you, “Do you know?” The end purpose of 

believing is knowing. When we believe the way 

God requires us to believe in Jesus Christ, we also 

know that we have eternal life. We have it now.  

When death comes, it cannot touch or destroy 

the eternal life we already have in Jesus Christ.
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Dedicate Yourself to Christ’s Service

The third step is to dedicate yourself to 
Christ’s service in this world. “For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that 
each one may receive the things done while in 
the body, whether good or bad” (2 Corinthians 
5:10, niv). There are only two categories for what 
we do in this life: good or bad. Anything that is 
not positively good is positively bad. We have to 
dedicate ourselves to Christ in such a way that 
what we do is good and acceptable to God.

How do we determine if what we are doing 
is good? The following questions will help. Are 
we pursuing our own self-satisfaction, or are we 
sincerely motivated by the desire for God’s glory? 
Are we serving God on His terms or on ours? Are 
we serving God in our own power or in His power? 

Wean Yourself from the Constraints                                
of This World

The fourth step takes a little more explaining, 
but it is very important. It is to let God wean 
you from the constraints of the world around 
us. We must set our hearts on the excellence 
that is beyond this world and in the next. This is 
how God weans us from the constraints of this 
present time.
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The Bible is very realistic. It says: “If only for 
this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people 
most to be pitied” (1 Corinthians 15:19 niv). Does 
faith in Christ extend beyond this world? If not, 
our religion is a pitiful imagination. If our hope in 
Christ is genuine, it does not cease with this life. 
It gets brighter and brighter throughout eternity.

This hope produces a lifestyle that is different. 
Paul admonishes us in Colossians 3:1 to set our 
hearts and our minds “on things above.” The 
ultimate reward for all believers is beyond the 
constraints of this world. Our true life, which is 
Christ, will be manifested in its glory and fullness 
beyond the grave.

The Appointed Time

Death does not need to be an accident that 
comes untimely or too soon. If we are moving in 
the purposes of God, we can prepare ourselves 
and approach death like a sheaf that is ripe in its 
season, to be gathered by the Lord in its appointed 
time. This is the promise of Job 5:26 niv: 

You will come to the grave in full vigor, 
like sheaves gathered in season.

At the end of World War II, Lydia and I were 
living north of Jerusalem in Ramallah—which was 
then a quiet, Christian Arab town. In that town 
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there was an Arab woman, a believer, who died. 
When Lydia saw the woman’s grandson, she asked, 
“What did she die of?” The grandson thought for 
a moment, and then he answered, “She didn’t die 
of anything. She was ripe, that’s all.”

What a beautiful answer! How are you going to 
die? Ripe or unripe? Remember you do not have 
to die sick. There are very few believers in the 
Bible of whom it is recorded that they died sick. 
If you live the Bible way, you die—not because 
you are sick, but because you are ripe.

Not only can we face our own death in this 
manner, but we can believe the same for a loved 
one. We can be comforted and at peace, even as 
we face the death of the ones who are dear to us.
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Chapter 8

Facing the Death 
of a Loved One

I believe there are some truths a person can 
only understand by experiencing them. This 
became true for me in 1975 when the Lord called 
home my first wife, Lydia. We had been happily 
married for thirty years. During that time, we 
had shared everything—poverty, riches, bad 
times, and good times. Together we had raised a 
family of nine adopted girls while also serving the 
Lord in ministry. Sometimes, after we had been 
ministering together in a service or a conference, 
people would come up to us and say, “You two 
work together just like one person.” That was the 
kind of unity there was between us. When the 
Lord called Lydia home, it was as if a part of me 
had also been taken away. For me, this was the 
most agonizing experience of my life.

I had a wonderful marriage with Lydia, but we 
were always in the midst of a large, busy family. 
However, God arranged my second marriage with 
Ruth differently. Most of our time together was just 
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us by ourselves. For twenty years, we traveled, 

prayed, and worked by ourselves. I experienced an 

intimacy in my relationship with Ruth that I had 

never known with any other person—and never 

expect to experience again until I get to heaven.

Then, in December 1998, God called Ruth 

home as well. At the interment service for Ruth, 

as I was standing in front of the open grave looking 

down on her casket, I felt prompted to cry out, 

“Father, I trust You! I thank You that You are 

always kind. You are always kind and loving and 

just. You never make a mistake. What You do 

is always the best.” That was one of the hardest 

proclamations I have ever made, and it was also 

one of the best.

Lessons Learned

After Ruth’s passing, I began to observe that 

when bereaved men and women would approach 

me, I was able to comfort them in a way I had 

not been able to do before. As I comforted others, 

I realized that very few people are prepared for 

the death of a loved one. What I have discovered, 

however, is that we can face the death of a loved 

one in victory. It can be an experience where we 

see clear evidence of God’s love and faithfulness 

to us.
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On the basis of my experiences, I want to offer 
some counsel on what to do if and when you are 
faced with this situation.

1. Trust God’s love and wisdom. There is a 
beautiful example of this trust in the story of Job. 
Job’s seven sons and three daughters had all been 
taken by death in a moment—in a single disaster. 
But this is what Job said, 

The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord 
(Job 1:21). 

I do not believe those words were said in 
resignation. I believe Job said this in trust. 

If you can trust the Lord to give, can you not 
trust the Lord when He takes away? Can you not 
trust His wisdom? Doesn’t God know the right way 
and right time to take each one of His children? 
I believe He does.

2. Yield your loved one to God. This is not 
an easy step. I remember how I felt about an 
hour after Lydia died. I said to the Lord, “I won’t 
ask for her back. She was Yours before she was 
mine.” When I said that, it was as if a barrier was 
pulled out of my heart. Saying those words made 
room for the hand of God to move in and begin 
healing the wound. 
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Likewise, when Ruth passed away, I said to 
God, “Father, I trust You.” I decided to trust God 
and believe that He did what was best—both for 
Ruth and for me. I yielded to Him, and yielded 
Ruth to Him as well. My second word of counsel 
is: yield up your loved one. 

3. Reaffirm your faith. It may sound strange 
for a preacher to say this, but when God took my 
wives, each time I had to ask myself, “Do I really 
believe what I have been preaching all these years? 
Do I really believe there will be a resurrection? 
Do I really believe I will see them again?” 

For a while, it was hard for me to answer. 
Then one day, I was able to say, “I do believe. I 
have not put my faith in beliefs that are unreal 
and insubstantial. I have put my faith in truths 
which will stand every test—the faithfulness of 
God, the love of God, and the validity of Scripture.” 

When you are faced with this situation, reaffirm 
your faith. Every time you do so, your faith will 
be strengthened. You will walk in greater victory.

4. Express your emotions. Don’t bottle up your 
feelings! Don’t try to be stoical. Stoicism is a pagan 
philosophy that originated in Greece. The stoic was 
the one who would not let anything hurt him. He 
was so in control of himself that he never laughed 
or cried. In fact, he never showed his emotions. 
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Such an absence of response has nothing to 
do with the Christian faith. God knows we are 
human beings. Scripture says He knows what 
we are made of. He knows our feelings and our 
thoughts. God knows you are hurting. He knows 
you are experiencing grief. He is not angry with 
you for having these feelings.

I have always been impressed with the fact that 
in the history of Israel, after they lost their two 
great leaders—Moses and Aaron—God allowed 
them a period of mourning (see Deuteronomy 
34:8–12 and Numbers 20:23–29). In each case, 
God permitted Israel thirty days to mourn them. 
He knew that the Israelites could not just get up 
and go on as though nothing had happened. The 
Lord knew they were going to miss these leaders 
who had been taken out of their lives.  So He 
instructed them to take thirty days and express 
their feelings—don’t bottle it up. 

We have to be honest and realistic. We need 
to admit that we are grieving and it hurts. I have 
found that God heals our hurt when we expose it 
to Him with honesty. If you try to bottle up your 
feelings, they will just go inward where they will 
fester—possibly producing an emotional problem 
later on. From expressing my grief honestly and 
openly, I became a healthier and stronger person, 
both mentally and emotionally, than I was before 
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I went through those experiences, both with Lydia 
and with Ruth.

5. Lean on your fellow believers. In 1 
Thessalonians 4:18, Paul challenges us: “Therefore 
comfort one another with these words.” There 
are times when we need comfort from our fellow 
believers. One blessing I will never forget is the 
love that was shown to me by countless friends, 
family, and church members.

In looking back, I thank God that I was part of 
a Christian body—a committed group of believers 
who shared their lives with each other. Believe 
me, when your hour of crisis comes, you need 
people to comfort you.  We all face times when we 
need committed believers who will stand by us. 

6. Continue to serve Christ as faithfully as 
you can. Do not let anything hold you back from 
your own personal obligation to the Lord—to serve 
Him and to fulfill the ministry He has given you.

Brethren, I do not count myself to have 
apprehended; but one thing I do, forget-
ting those things which are behind and 
reaching forward to those things which 
are ahead, I press toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus (Philippians 3:13–14).

One of the secrets of successful Christian 
living is to be able to forget what lies behind and 
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reach forward to what lies ahead. There is a prize 
ahead! Press toward it!

A Wonderful Assurance

The prize before us is an eternity in the 
presence of Almighty God. That prize has been 
guaranteed to all who have placed their trust in 
Jesus Christ. When we believe in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have already 
passed from death into life. Death has no more 
dominion over us—no more claims against us. 
Death is merely the gateway into a new life.

This truth was probably best expressed by 
the well-known evangelist, Billy Graham, with 
the following quote: 

“Someday you will read or hear that Billy 

Graham is dead. Don’t you believe a word 

of it. I shall be more alive than I am now. 

I will just have changed my address. I 

will have gone into the presence of God.”

As I look back on my life and the times of 
mourning I faced, I see them as yet another proof 
of God’s love and faithfulness. Now, as I find myself 
in my late eighties, I know that I will soon come 
to the end of my life’s journey. I am not afraid at 
all. I look forward to all the glories in the life to 
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come—and the many people I will meet (and see 
again!) in Heaven. 

This theme of facing death victoriously is both 
real and practical to me. I trust that you now have 
the assurance that Christ will give you that same 
victory—that by His grace, you will find hope and 
comfort for the toughest challenge of all.

Perhaps the best way to end this book would 
be for us to pray a simple prayer together, asking 
the Lord to help us.

Dear Lord,

I confess that the topic of death is 
troubling and perplexing to me. But I 
desire to face it—for myself and my loved 
ones—with peace and confidence. I ask 
for that now.

I also ask for Your divine comfort in 
the sorrow I am facing over the loss of a 
loved one. I open my heart to You, Lord, to 
receive Your hope and victory.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.   
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