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Globally unique: volume and chorusing












Different species have different calls

Mate recognition



How can you tell if it’s a new species?

Became different over time = speciation
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Interdune barking gecko
P. circumsyrticus = “around the dune”

Damaraland barking gecko
P. maculatus = “spotted”



Interdune barking gecko



Interdune barking gecko









Damaraland barking gecko











Nama barking gecko
P. kenkenses = “barking gecko” in Nama

Kalahari barking gecko
P. garrulus = “loud”



Nama barking gecko





















Diamond coast barking gecko
P. adamanteus = “of diamond”



Diamond coast barking gecko























Skeleton Coast barking gecko

P. sceletus = “skeleton”
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26 Ma

P. garrulus
P. australis
P. adamanteus
P. circumsyrticus
P. kenkenses
P. maculatus
P. kochi
P. carpi
P. sceletus
Millions of years



Earthly Universe



13 Ma

P. garrulus
P. australis
P. adamanteus
P. circumsyrticus
P. kenkenses
P. maculatus
P. kochi
P. carpi
P. sceletus
Millions of years
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Thank you!



Many thanks to the sponsors
• Mandela Rhodes Foundation
• Nedbank GoGreen Fund
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• NNF
• NamibRand Nature Reserve
• Spitzkoppen Campsite
• Kalahari Bush Breaks
• Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp (Wilderness Safaris)
• Okaukuejo Research Camp
• Ongava Research Centre
• Farm Jakalswater, Bloukop, Viljoenskroon, Giant’s Playground, and 

others…
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