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Namibia, 

Northern 

Sand Sea 



How did human 

ancestors adapt 

culturally to this 

environment?

Homo ergaster/erectus Homo sapiens



Starting 

point sites:

Namib IV

Narabeb



First: Look at Shackleyõspapers 

from 1980, 1982, and 1985.  

uWhat were her methods of 

collection?

uWhat does she say about the 

total ónó of the tool types at 

the site?

uWhat does she say about site 

formation and how does she 

date the site?

uWhat does she conclude?



Gobabeb Research Station



Proceed 10km south to 

Namib IV



Namib IV

What should we 

look for?

- ESA

- MSA

- Fossil Faunal 

deposit



Namib IV team:

George Leader

Rachel Bynoe

Ted Marks

Kaarina Efraim

Abi Stone

Dominic Stratford



Random 

sample of 

technology.

50x8m

produced 130 

artifacts.

But WHEREon 

the pan 

matters!



Measure,

photo,

recordé

and leave 

in place





But which 

tools link 

with time 

periods 

over this 

huge area?



Assessment of 

the deposits.

Here looking 

at the 

southern area 

of the pan.



Bifaces are 

perhaps 

earliest (+/ -

500kya).

Produced 

on cobbles 

from 

!Kuiseb.

Cleaver 029



Minimal Shaping

Cleaver 049


