Hominid Occupations
of the Northern Sand
S Vo P




Namibia,
Northern
Sand Sea

28V alvis Bay g

_ 7

A
/ ;
i

]

Gobaﬁé &

NamibIVe®

Namibia
Windhoek

SOUTH
AFRICA



How did human

ancestors adapt
culturally to this
environment?
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First: Lookat S h a ¢ k |[papgr® s

from 1980, 1982, and 1985.

u What were her methods of
collection?

u What does she say about the
total oéno of t he
the site?

u What does she say about site
formation and how does she
date the site?

u What does she conclude?

An Acheulean industry with
Elephas recki fauna from Namib IV,
South West Africa (Namibia)

Myra Shackley

Department of Archaeology, University of Leicester, Leicester
LE1 7RH, UK

Namib IV is located in the linear dune sea of the central Namib
Desert (Fig. 1), where different generations of fossil calcrete
have been exposed by sand shift in an interdune flat. Mid-
Pleistocene faunal remains (including Elphas recki) were scat-
tered over 62,500 m” of the valley floor, some bearing residual
traces of red calcrete. The industry may be closely paralleled
from certain East African sites (Olorgesailie’, Kilombe?, PDK
and HEB 1/2 and 3, Olduvai Bed IV (ref. 3)), suggesting a date
between 400 and 700 kyr BP. F show here that Namib IV
provides the first dated evidence for the presence of Acheulean
man in South West Africa, the earliest Pleistocene faunal
remains from the Namib Desert and a terminus post quem for
the ecological change from savannah to sand desert.
Randomly orientated artefacts were scattered on the present
ground surface, the presence of residual calcrete patches on the
ventral surface of some artefacts and bones suggesting that they
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Proceed 10km south to
Namib IV




Namib |V

What should we
look for?

- ESA

- MSA

- Fossil Faunal
deposit




Namib IV team:

George Leader
Rachel Bynoe
Ted Marks
Kaarina Efraim
Abi Stone
Dominic Stratford
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Random
sample of
technology.

50x8m

produced 130
artifacts.

But WHEREON
the pan
matters!




Measure,
photo,
record
and leave
In place
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Assessment of
the deposits.

Here looking .
a.t th e e & Dis(;;ts A
southern area B
of the pan.




Bifaces are
perhaps
earliest (+/ -
500kya).

Produced
on cobbles
from
IKuiseb.

Cleaver 029




Minimal Shaping
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