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GIRAFFE ARE IN TROUBLE
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PERCEPTION: 

“GIRAFFE ARE EVERYWHERE!”
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PERCEPTION: 

“GIRAFFE ARE EVERYWHERE!”

HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHIC RANGE 

(CIRCA 1700s)

CURRENT GEOGRAPHIC RANGE

89%

DECLINE IN 

RANGE AREA
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117,000
GIRAFFE IN AFRICA
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117,000
GIRAFFE IN AFRICA
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117,000
GIRAFFE IN AFRICA
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GIRAFFE ELEPHANTS

FOR 

EVERY
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GIRAFFE ARE IN TROUBLE AND NEED YOUR HELP
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GIRAFFE ARE IN TROUBLE AND NEED YOUR HELP
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Not a singular problem
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GIRAFFE HAVE BEEN UNDERGOING A  SILENT EXTINCTION.
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NOT 

EVAULATED

DATA

DEFICIENT

LEAST

CONCERN

NEAR

THREATENED
ENDANGERED

CRITICALLY

ENDANGERED

EXTINCT IN 

THE WILD
EXTINCT<VULNERABLE>
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Masai giraffe

Giraffa tippelskirchi

Northern giraffe 

Giraffa camelopardalis

Reticulated giraffe 

Giraffa reticulata

Southern giraffe

Giraffa giraffa
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NORTHERN 
GIRAFFE

27,000

1990

5,900

2022

Recommended 

future status
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RETICULATED 
GIRAFFE

36,000

1990

15,950

2022

Recommended 

future status

Recommended 

future status
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MASAI 
GIRAFFE

71,000

1990

45,500

2022

Recommended 

future status

Recommended 

future status
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SOUTHERN 
GIRAFFE

31,700

1990

49,850

2022

Recommended 

future status
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20%
23

POSITIVE NEWS:
INCREASE IN GIRAFFE 
NUMBERS SINCE 2015
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OUR MISSION

WE ARE A VOICE FOR GIRAFFE
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NIGER

TRANSLOCATION
ANTI-POACHING

VEHICLE SUPPORT
SURVEY SUPPORT

CAPACITY BUILDING /EDUCATION
TECH SUPPORT

EQUIPMENT CAMEROON

SURVEY SUPPORT
TECH SUPPORT

EQUIPMENT

ANGOLA

TRANSLOCATION
CAPACITY BUILDING /EDUCATION

SURVEY SUPPORT
TECH SUPPORT

NAMIBIA

TRANSLOCATION
ANTI-POACHING

VEHICLE SUPPORT
SURVEY SUPPORT

CAPACITY BUILDING 
/EDUCATION

TECH SUPPORT
EQUIPMENT

SOUTH AFRICA

TRANSLOCATION
VEHICLE SUPPORT
SURVEY SUPPORT

CAPACITY BUILDING /EDUCATION
TECH SUPPORT

EQUIPMENT

BOTSWANA

SURVEY SUPPORT
TECH SUPPORT

EQUIPMENT
CAPACITY BUILDING /EDUCATION

ESWATINI

SURVEY SUPPORT
TECH SUPPORT

ZIMBABWE

VEHICLE SUPPORT
SURVEY SUPPORT

CAPACITY BUILDING /EDUCATION
TECH SUPPORT

EQUIPMENT

MOZAMBIQUE

TRANSLOCATION
ANTI-POACHING

SURVEY SUPPORT
CAPACITY BUILDING /EDUCATION

TECH SUPPORT
EQUIPMENT

MALAWI

TRANSLOCATION
SURVEY SUPPORT

CAPACITY BUILDING /EDUCATION
TECH SUPPORT

EQUIPMENT

ZAMBIA

SURVEY SUPPORT
TECH SUPPORT

ANTI-POACHING
EQUIPMENT

CAPACITY BUILDING /EDUCATION

KENYA

TRANSLOCATION
ANTI-POACHING

VEHICLE SUPPORT
SURVEY SUPPORT

CAPACITY BUILDING /EDUCATION
TECH SUPPORT

EQUIPMENT

TANZANIA

SURVEY SUPPORT
TECH SUPPORT

EQUIPMENT
CAPACITY BUILDING 

/EDUCATION

ETHIOPIA

TECH SUPPORT

CHAD

SURVEY SUPPORT
TECH SUPPORT

EQUIPMENT
VEHICLE SUPPORT

CAPACITY BUILDING /EDUCATION

UGANDA

SURVEY SUPPORT
TECH SUPPORT

ANTI-POACHING
EQUIPMENT

CAPACITY BUILDING 
/EDUCATION

RWANDA

SURVEY SUPPORT
TECH SUPPORT

DEM REP OF CONGO

SURVEY SUPPORT
TECH SUPPORT

ANTI-POACHING
EQUIPMENT

CAPACITY BUILDING /EDUCATION
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KEY CONSERVATION PARTNERS
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GIRAFFE CAN ONLY BE SAVED IN AFRICA – 
BY THE PEOPLE WHO SHARE THEIR SPACE 

WITH THEM
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WE USE SCIENCE TO ACT 
DECISIVELY AND ADDRESS GIRAFFE 

CONSERVATION NEEDS 



GIRAFFE CONSERVATION FOUNDATION ©2023 GCF 37

• Academic Timelines
• Novelty Bias
• Peer-Review Scrutiny
• Nuance

• Crisis Mitigation
• Limited Risk
• Management Metrics
• Simplicity

Scientific 
Research

Conservation
Management

• Evidence – 
Based Decision 
Making

• Systems-Level 
Understandings
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IF SCIENCE IS TO ACT IN SERVICE OF CONSERVATION:

• What are the most useful metrics?

• What spatiotemporal scales are most appropriate for inferences?

• How would you maximize the utility of the data being collected?

• How would you integrate data into conservation management?

• How would you coordinate studies across different sites?

• How would you ensure that data/inferences are translatable across sites?
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INDIVIDUAL POPULATION
REGION/COUNTRY/

CONTINENT
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December 2017 March 2020December 2019March 2019December 2018
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MONITORING AT THE COUNTRY SCALE
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1997

CONSTRUCTING GIRAFFE NARRATIVES

2015
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MAGGIE IS ONE OF THE OLDEST 
DOCUMENTED WILD GIRAFFE 

TO GIVE BIRTH
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POPULATION 
MONITORING     
IN NUMBERS:

>100 SITES

14 COUNTRIES

4 SPECIES

>30,000 Encounters
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TWIGA TRACKER INITIATIVE

USING MODERN TECHNOLOGY TO 
CONSERVE GIRAFFE AND THEIR HABITAT
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Engage with 
stakeholders 

to identify 
key issues

Develop and 
apply 

appropriate 
technology

Design site- 
specific 

conservation 
objectives

Design site-
specific 

research 
goals

Integrate 
data into 

continent-
level studies
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DESIGN AND APPLY
CUTTING EDGE 
TECHNOLOGY
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DEVELOP DATA SHARING PLATFORMS
KEYS: 
• RAPID ANALYSIS OF HIGH VOLUME
• INSTANT, CURRENT FEEDBACK
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TWIGA TRACKER 
IN NUMBERS:

>400 UNITS

15 COUNTRIES

4 SPECIES

>2MM DATA POINTS

>14 PUBLICATIONS
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BUT PLACING DOTS ON A MAP 
ISN’T QUITE SCIENCE…
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HOANIB RIVER ETOSHA HEIGHTS PRIVATE RESERVE
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WHEN AGGREGATING DATA AT THE 
CONTINENTAL SCALE, WHAT ARE THE 

ECOLOGICAL AND ATHROPOGENIC DRIVERS OF 
GIRAFFE SPACE USE?
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Anthropogenic Disturbance
(Human Footprint Index)
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Environmental Productivity
(NDVI, Woody Biomass)
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Environmental Productivity
(NDVI, Woody Biomass)
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CONSERVATION SCIENCE: 
MOVING BEYOND PATTERNS 

TOWARDS PRINCIPLES
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CONSERVATION TRANSLOCATIONS ARE 
TRULY COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS AND GCF 

IS AT THE FOREFRONT 
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GIRAFFE
TRANSLOCATIONS
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BE A VOICE FOR GIRAFFE

66
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