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Background Information



What/Where is the “Kavango Basin”?

Integrated Exploration of the Owambo Basin, 

Onshore Namibia by T. Hoak

”Kavango Basin”



ReconAfrica Research Report – July 2020

Analog to Frack Play in South Africa



Critical Watersheds of Namibia

Kavango

Merged maps (Figures 21.3 & 21.13) from 
Namibia Geologic Wonderland by Nicole Grünert



The Kavango Region is RICH in Biodiversity, 

Agriculture, Forestry & Conservation

ReconAfrica 2D Seismic EIA



Recon’s Petroleum Exploration Licenses:



Why the Public is Concerned



A Taste of Things to Come…

Green River, Colorado, USA



Texas’s Growing “Zombie Well” Problem

“Waves of Abandonment – The Permian Basin is ground zero for a billion-dollar surge of zombie oil wells.” 
The Grist & The Texas Observer, April 2021



Permian Basin “Zombie Wells”

“Waves of Abandonment – The Permian Basin is ground zero for a billion-dollar surge of zombie oil wells.” 
The Grist & The Texas Observer, April 2021



Permian Basin “Zombie Wells”

“Waves of Abandonment – The Permian Basin is ground zero for a billion-dollar surge of zombie oil wells.” 
The Grist & The Texas Observer, April 2021



How to Explore for Oil



Step 1: Map the Surface

Satellite View

Geologic Map



Step 2: Collect Magnetic & Gravity Data

Aeromagnetic data

Source: ReconAfrica

Free Air Gravity data:

Source: Monitor Exploration



Step 3: Identify a Sedimentary Basin 

(200 meter contours)

Integrated Exploration of the Owambo Basin, Onshore Namibia - T. Hoak, 2014



Step 4: Look for nearby well data

1964 Etosha ST-1 Well

Mud Log

Source: ReconAfrica



Build a model of the subsurface:

Integrated Exploration of the Owambo Basin, Onshore Namibia - T. Hoak, 2014



Step 5: Acquire & interpret seismic data

Integrated Exploration of the Owambo Basin, Onshore Namibia - T. Hoak, 2014



Step 6: Select & Drill Exploration Wells

ReconAfrica drilling the Kawe Well
Photo Credit: Namibia Media Holdings



Conventional Drilling
Conventional 

Well



Unconventional or “Frack” Drilling

Frack Well
Conventional 

Well

5 to 40+ million 

liters of water

per well



Wastewater Injection Wells
Wastewater 

Injection Well Frack Well
Conventional 

Well

5 to 40+ million 

liters of water

per well



Meet



Listen to Recon with Caution

“Should these results be disappointing, the downside to the stock could be 

substantial and the company may cease to exist.”



ReconAfrica: “Unconventional” Fracking Specialists

Where’s Craig Steinke?



Who is ReconAfrica?



Downplaying the Risks…



2018 - Sproule Unconventional Assessment

§

§(Discussion – pg. 1)



Exploration Drilling First ?

June 2019 - EIA August 2019 - ECC



May & July 2020:

(pg. 16)

(pg. 15)



May 27th, 2020: 
“ReconAfrica Zoom Presentation with co-founder Craig Steinke”

“It’s a 30,000’ sedimentary basin. Bill Cathey makes a searing point that there’s 
not a basin in the world this deep that doesn’t produce liquid hydrocarbons.”

“So we’re expecting up to 6,000’ of thick, Permian petroleum system in the 
Kavango.”

“It’s a 1000 hp rig, never been used, can drill down to 12,000’. Perfect, because we 

believe the shales, the Permian petroleum system, we’re going to encounter 

that between around 8,000ft to 11,000ft.”



Sept, Oct & Nov 2020: 

Namibia Finds Out…



November 10th, 2020: 

“The Opening of the Deep Kavango Basin”

The target is conventional oil in the early going and we hope 

to be in the position to truck conventional oil.”

“The Basement is approximately 30,000’ (9,144 m) deep. The 

extent is seen as quite extensive.”

“It is estimated that this basin has generated up to 120 

billion barrels of oil. 

And yes that’s BILLION… with a B!”



ReconAfrica’s Aeromagnetic Survey “Depth to Basement” Map 

from “The Opening of the Deep Kavango Basin"

ReconAfrica’s Depth to Basin Map

Where’s the deep Basement?

“Kavango Basin”



Recon’s “Deep Kavango Basin” Model

NOTE: ReconAfrica removed this graphic in August, 2021



Dec 4th, 2020 - public protest march in Windhoek

Namibians Get Involved



Jan 4th, 2021 - 1st Kawe Well Spuds

• No pit liner used to protect the groundwater:

Photo Credit: Namibia Media Holdings



Lined Mud Pits in the USA: It’s the Law!

Properly lined mud pits in the USA 



u Toxic Additives

u Heavy metals

u Radioactive materials

u Hypersaline brines

u Pit wastewater can contaminate waterways & 
groundwater

Drilling Fluid & Wastewater is Hazardous!

Photo Credit: Namibia Media Holdings



Photo Credit: Namibia Media Holdings

Omatako Ephemeral River

~1 km



ReconAfrica’s Mbambi Well Mud Pits

Photo Credit: Namibia Media Holdings



ReconAfrica’s Mbambi Well Aerial Shot

Photo Credit: Namibia Media Holdings



Multiply by 20,000…

Photo Credit: Namibia Media Holdings



Feb 2nd, 2021: Public Information Session

ReconAfrica Public 

Information 

Session

Windhoek, Namibia

“We are going to do conventional oil.”

“We launched a comprehensive regional tectonic and stratigraphic study that was 

completed in March 2020 and established that conventional oil and gas and 

fundamentals that are the basis of our operational program.



Current Operations: November 2021

Well #2 @ Mbambi 6-1

3,810 m planned depth

2,780 m drilled

Well #1: Kawe 6-2 

3,810 m planned depth

2,294 m drilled

450 km of 2D Seismic 

Acquisition Completed

*No Permian Karoo aged 

source rocks encountered

**No Drill Stem Tests Taken



Kawe 6-2 Well Results

Aug 5th, 2021 – ReconAfrica Press Release
Oct 26th, 2021 – James 

Granath HGS Presentation

“[Etjo Sandstone] produced 7,000 
cubic meters per hour of freshwater”

Kawe well oil 
sample



Look Familiar?

ReconAfrica “CEO" Craig Steinke 
invited to State House

10 August, 2021

“Coming from Canada, I was not 
worried that you would do 

something wrong to the 

environment.”

- Hon. President Hage Geingob

“Steinke, during the visit told 
Geingob the company has 

discovered oil where the drilling 
took place, and would now assess 

the commercialising of the oil.”



Monitor Exploration’s PEL Area



Monitor Exploration’s Interpretation

Monitor Exploration Owambo Basin Project Executive 

Summary Presentation



2D Seismic Data



Recon’s 2D Seismic Bundu Bashing:

Photo Credit: Namibia Media Holdings



Recon’s 2D Seismic Bundu Bashing:

Photo Credit: Namibia Media Holdings



Monitor Exploration’s Seismic Data:

Source: Monitor Exploration



ReconAfrica’s Seismic Data

• The data is terrible

• Full of noise & multiples

• Took months to process preliminary data

• Low-energy weight-drop source

• Basement is SHALLOW!

• Depth to basement just 600 – 1200 ms

• Stratigraphic interpretations within the Basement!
Source: ReconAfrica



“West to East” Seismic Line

(Annotation updated on12 Nov, 2021)

Source: ReconAfrica



“Kavango Deep” = Owambo Shallow 



9,000 m “Deep Kavango Basin”?

Nov 2021 ReconAfrica Investor Presentation



Recon Investors Still Believe:



Recon Investors Still Believe:



Namibia’s Development 

Alternative



U.S. & Namibia’s 5 GW Mega Solar Project

April 22, 2021 - US Embassy in Namibia Announcement



Namibia’s Green Hydrogen Project

August 26, 2021 - Green Hydrogen Project Announcement



Hon. President Geingob at COP26 



“100% Solar, Wind & Batteries is Just the Beginning”

www.youtube.com/c/RethinkX



Calls to Action for Namibians:

“You can repeat it again, 

we are saying it over and 

over again, you can 
transmit it and multiply it 

as many times as 

possible, this is the 

position of the Namibian 

government, there will 
be NO fracking on the 

Namibian soil.”

- Maggy Shino
Petroleum Commissioner

1. Nationwide Ban on Fracking

2.  Immediate Kavango Drilling Moratorium

https://okavango.rewild.org/



Calls to Action for Namibians:

3.  Renewable Energy Bill of Rights

4.  LEAD THE WAY!



Questions?



Appendix Slides



When Reality Doesn’t Meet Expectations:



Recon Insiders Taking Money Off the Table:

Sources: SEDI Insider Filing Browser,  S&P Capital IQ



Kawe Stratigraphic Well Results

August 31st, 2021 – From Netherland Sewell’s Petrophysical study of the Kawe well



Recon’s Well Data Correlates to the 

Owambo Basin’s Stratigraphy

??????

??????

ReconAfrica 6-2 Kawe Well Interpretation

Composite image from ReconAfrica’s public 

releases and presentations, 2021
Integrated Exploration of the Owambo  Basin, Onshore 

Namibia - Hoak, 2014

Owambo Basin Chronotratigraphy



Recon’s “Deep Kavango Basin”



Oilprice.com Paid Promotions:

Ø Jan 7, 2020 - “Is $90 Oil Possible? An Interview With Jay Park”

Ø Sept 1, 2020 - “The Largest Oil Play Of The Decade? Interview With Daniel Jarvie”

Ø Nov 18, 2020 - “Is This The Most Exciting Oil Stock For 2021?”

Ø Jan 11, 2021 - “Is This The Most Exciting Oil Play Of The Decade?”

Ø May 25, 2021 - “Is This The World’s Most Exciting Oil Discovery? An Interview With 
Craig Steinke”

Ø June 11, 2021 - “Is This The Most Exciting Oil Play Of The Last 20 Years?”

Ø June 29, 2021 - “Recon Africa: The Truth About The World's Most Exciting Oil Play”

Ø July 20, 2021 - “Could This Be The Most Promising Oil Play Of The Decade?”

Ø Aug 9, 2021: “Update On The World’s Most Exciting Oil Play: Interview With Scot 

Evans”

Ø Nov 4, 2021: “Could This Be The Biggest Winner Of The Oil Price Boom?”



ReconAfrica’s Mud Pit Double-Downs

• No pit liner used to protect the groundwater:

“A 100% Organic Drilling Fluid System”

“Once drilling is complete, the remaining fluid can be recycled or used as a soil 
enhancement/fertilizer for agriculture. The fluid will biodegrade, yielding no 

toxic or damaging by—product, just an effective fertilizer that has been used by 

farmers and the agricultural industry in the U.S. and around the world. 

“ReconAfrica’s reserve pit uses a bentonite clay/gel layer as a safer (and more 

expensive) alternative to polyurethane pit liners. We are using the same 

product used widely by farmers and others when their ponds start losing 

water.”



Owambo Basin Stratigraphy

Integrated Exploration of the 
Owambo Basin, Onshore 

Namibia - T. Hoak, 2014



Owambo Basin Data: Magnetics, Gravity, Seismic 

& Wells

Integrated Exploration of the Owambo Basin, Onshore Namibia - T. Hoak, 2014



Owambo Basin Depth to Basin Map (~6,600 m)

Integrated Exploration of the Owambo Basin, Onshore Namibia - T. Hoak, 2014

(200 meter contours)


